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All the makings of an annual event right out of the gate . . .

Think about your freshman year. Everything was new. There was excitement mixed
with a little anxiety. But it was not until your Junior or Senior years that you started to
really get a hang of things and put your best efforts forward — at least for most of us.

That was the thought rolling through my head as | piloted the Mercedes AMG E63 S
Estate over the Malibu Mountains on my way to the Inaugural Ventura Farms
Concours Invitational this past Sunday.
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One part down, two to go. On to Vendors and Sponsors. That is where the other part
of the Ventura Farms Freshman team comes in: Kameron Nesen and Morgan
Evans. Both have had a lot of experience in event planning. Kameron does it
professionally for the Four Seasons and Morgan runs fundraising and outreach for
the show’s charity beneficiary, the Westlake Village YMCA.

In setting up the event, the concept was more Quail than Pebble. A one-price ticket
gets you in the door and plies you with a mix of drinks and enough food to choke a
mule. They had everything from a brilliant local place called Zin Bistro to Wolf Creek
Brewery to Pinkberry!

Now the hard part: The venue. If you really think about any car show or Concours
you have been to, you really don’t pay much attention to the venue. Well, actually,
you do if it is less than an optimal choice. We all know Pebble Beach and Villa
d’Este are stunners. But do you remember Barrett Jackson back in the mid 90s?
WAY before Craig Jackson strong-armed the City of Scottsdale to make it the facility
it is today? Not a one car not covered with a layer of Arizona dust.

Here is where Nick, Kameron and Morgan really had an ace up their sleeve: David
Murdock. David is the self-made guy that went from a US$1,200.00 loan to
transforming Dole Food Company into the largest producer of fruits and vegetables.
Well let me tell ya, David’s got a crib.

Grand Allee at Ventura Farms

This is where the show takes its name: Ventura Farms is an estate that is almost
tailor made for an intimate Concours event. Located in Hidden Valley, California
across from Lake Sherwood, the grounds have things you can imagine and things
you can’t. There is a Great lawn, a Conservatory and of course, a Rose Garden. But
that is not what makes this place. It's the ‘Grand Allee’ of Thai Sculptural Boulders.
Translated: Huge rocks that were found and transported from Thailand then curated
around the property. Remember Man with the Golden Gun? Think pint sized replicas
of Scaramanga’s Island and you get the idea. It was amongst these Boulders that
Nick and his crew arranged Mean Gene’s favorite, a 1936 Rolls Royce P3 to one of
my show favorites, a Rudge Wheel Mercedes 300 SL to one of the most honestly
restored 1959 Porsche 356A’s | have ever seen.



Porsche plaid from the 1959 Porsche 356A Convertible D with coachwork by Drauz

Even | got in on the action — that very same Mercedes E63 S Estate | was driving
was part of the show — in the new car area nestled between two of the
aforementioned boulders and just in front of the, what else, the Chinese Scholar
House. My neighbor was a 1973 Ferrari Daytona Convertible.

2013 Mercedes Benz E63 S (P30 Package) Estate in the new car display

There was more on offer at the venue. A Japanese Tea hou
filled with Koi, a vegetable garden, an English garden — let’s
a car guy to get lost here.

et over a small pond
say you needn’t be

ses
just






Koi Pond of the Ventura Farms Japanese Tea House

So back to the actual day and my early morning expectations. Me and the AMG
were set up on the lawn courtesy of Nick’s brother in minutes. Most of our cars from
the museum were set up on the lawn in the same manner — granted some of them
were a little stage fright and didn’t want to start that morning. Nick, Kameron and
Morgan had 40 people staffing the event so most every other car owner had the
same experience positioning the cars. The event was scheduled to kick off at 11:00
AM but we were all ready to go and more importantly, relaxed, by 10:00 AM.
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